42.   LETTER TO PRIVATE SECRETARY TO
GOVERNOR-GENERAL

JOHANNESBURG,

April 30, 1913

THE PRIVATE SECRETARY TO

His EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL
CAPE TOWN

SIR,

I have the honour to enclose herewith, in triplicate, copy of
the Resolution1 unanimously passed at an open-air meeting of Bri-
tish Indians held at Vrededorp on the 27th instant under the
auspices of my Association, and to request that His Excellency will
be good enough to forward same, as also copy of the Chairman's
speech2 on the occasion, likewise enclosed, to the Hon'ble the Secre-
tary of State for the Colonies and the Hon'ble the Secretary of
State for India,

/ have, etc.,
A. M. CACHALIA

CHAIRMAN,
BRITISH INDIAN ASSOCIATION

Colonial Office Records: 551/39

43.   THE BILL

The Johannesburg mass meeting3 was held none too soon.
Its resolution is most timely. The composition of the meeting,
the number of delegates who attended from most parts of -the
Transvaal, and the messages sent to Mr. Fischer must have
shown the Minister that he could not hope to satisfy British
Indians unless he was prepared to accede to their request for
amendment of the Bill in the direction pointed out in Mr. Cacha-
lia's telegram. It is difficult, therefore, to understand Mr. Fischer
when he says, at the second reading of his precious measure, that
the Bill would pacify the Indian community. Mr. Chaplin, who

1 & 3 Vide "Speech at Vrededorp", pp. 52-3,
Appendix IV,